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Pioneering LGBT centre debuts in Northern Ireland

A new centre to support lesbian and gay people was inaugurated by the Lord Mayor of Belfast, Naomi Long, on Monday.
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16 December 2009

Post your comment

A new centre to support lesbian and gay peopie
was inaugurated by the Lord Mayor of Belfast,
Naomi Long, on Monday.

Long, who was the first female mayor elected in
30 years after taking over from Sinn Fein’s Tom
Hartley last June, has been committed to the
project as part of her 2009 motto: Belfast
Without Barriers.

Speaking to the Belfast Telegraph, the 37-year-old
Deputy Leader of Alliance Party expressed delight
to have witnessed the opening and promised to
support financial backing in the future.

The headquarters of LGBT organisations:
Cara-Friend, The Rainbow Project and the Lesbian
Advocacy Services are all now located in the
centre's facilities.

This has been embraced by the Manager of The
Rainbow Project, Mirjam Bader, who regarded this
development as: “a major achievement for the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Sector in Belfast” and considered that teamwork among
associations will benefit from it by sharing sources as well as enhancing relations among ordinary
people.

"It will provide more support to individual LGBT people, raise the profile of same-sex attracted people
and work towards improving good relations between people of different sexual orientations," Bader
added.
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